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SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION 
THE  NATIONAL  MUSEUM  OF  HISTORY  AND  TECHNOLOGY 
WASHINGTON.  D.C.  20560 


June  hi  1973 


Mr.  tlark  E.  Neely,  Jr. 
Editor,  Lincoln  Lore 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  U6801 

Dear  Mr.  Neely: 

Enclosed  you  will  find  articles  concerning  our  most  recent 
accessions  of  objects  associated  with  Abraham  Lincoln  complete 
with  photographs  which  you  may  find  appropriate  for  inclusion  in 
Lincoln  Lore.    We  are  most  fortunate  in  having  such  an  outstanding 
Lincoln  collection  here  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  I  think 
the  public  should  be  made  aware  of  it.      As  time  permits,  I  shall 
try  to  write  up  some  of  the  other  Lincolniana  in  the  national 
collections. 

With  best  wishes, 


Sincerely  yours, 


Herbert  R.  Collins 

Associate  Curator 

Division  of  Political  History 


Funeral  vase  (Accession  297501,  donor:  F.N.  Switzer) 

The  funeral  of  Abraham  Lincoln  took  place  in  Chicago  on 
May  2,  1865  and  an  account  of  that  event  appeared  in  the 
Chicago  Times  the  day  of  the  funeral.    J.M»  Van  Ordel,  Esq. 
designed  the  placement  of  the  catafalque.    The  event  was  also 
described  later  by  Clara  Van  Gsdel  Spies  as  follows: 

"The  catafalque  on  which  Abraham  Lincoln's  body  lay  in 
state  while  in  Chicago,  May  2,  1865 »  was  designed  by  Mr.  John 
M.  Van  Osdel,  the  first  architect  to  ppen  an  office  in 
Chicago. 

'A  pair  of  black  Parian  vases  were  purchased  by  Mr..  Van 
Osdel  and  placed  on  the  catafalque.    They  held  f loiters. 
There  were  also  a  number  of  silk  flags  on  the  catafalque,  one 
of  which  was  later,  purchased  by  Mr.  Van  Osdel  from  the 
committee. 

•At  Mrs.  Van  Osdel' s  death,  one  of  these  vases  and  the 
flag  was  left  to  his  niece  (his  adopted  daughter)  Martha  Van 
Osdel  (married  Gottfried  Pohl)  the  other  vase  was  left  to  his 
great  niece  Medora  Shaffer  Switzer* 

'My  sister  often  spoke  to  me  of  seeing  them  at  the  time, 
on  the  catafalque  containing  Lincoln's  body.  The  receipt 
for  vrses  purchased  from  Matson  and  Hoes  April  30,  1865  for 
$60.00  also  belonged  to  my  sister  Martha  Van  Osdel.    I  am 
Mr.  Van  Osdel' s  youngest  niece  and  inherited  this  vase  from  my 


sister  Martha  Van  Osdel.. 

Signed  Clara  Van  Osdel  Spies" 
One  of  the  Etruscen  vases  which  the  Chicago  Times  described 
as  having  stood  in  each  corner  of  the  catafalque  and  filled  with 
the  rarest  natural  flowers  came  into  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
collections  on  •    Accompanying  the  vase  was 

the  original  bill  of  sale  which  reads: 

"Chicago,  111.  April  30,  1865 
Bought  of  Mat son  &  Hoes,  Lake  St.,  117  Chicago  Dealers  in 
Rich  Jewelry,  Diamonds,  Fine  Watches,  Silver  &.  Plated  Ware  etc 
Pair  Parian  Vases  $60.00" 
Actually  the  salesman  had  used  the  term  "parian"  loosely  as 
was  often  the  case..    The  vases  are  of  white  porcelain  painted 
black  with  a  medallion  bust  on  one  side  and  plain  on  the  other. 
When  turned  slightly  to  the  viewer,  the  vases  would  present 
an  all  black  appearance  which  gave  the  proper  design  for  the 
catafalque.    So  Mr.  Van  Osdel  had  improvised  a  pair  of  vases 
available  from  a  local  dealer  to  fit  his  needs.    The  lip  of  the 
vase  has  been  broken  and  repaired;  otherwise,  it  is  in  perfect 

i 

condition. 
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